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Coloſſ. III. verſ. iii. iv. 


Je are Dead, od your Life is hid with Chriſt 


in God. When Chriſt who is our Life ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 


Judgments is never out of Seaſon, As 
the loſs of Eminent and Publick Perſons in- 
„ fluencing the Affairs of Kingdoms, and ſerving 
their Country in a Free and Generous Manner, is none 
of the leaſt, ſo it deſerveth a more particular Reflection, 
whenever it befals a Nation. Things of this Nature 


are not to be looked upon as meer Caſualties ; but 


to be traced to the very firſt and moving Principle, even 
Almighty God himſelf, without whom there is no Evil in a 
City, Amos 3. 6. The neglect of this Conſideration, is 
what God himſelf complains of 1/aiah 57. 1: The Righteous 
periſheth, and ne Man layeth it to Heart : And Merciful 
Men are taken away, none conſidering, that the Righteous 
is taken away from the Evil to come. Providence is like a 
Wheel; and the whole train of Humane Affairs like a 
long thread wound up by a Sovereign Power, and by 


the ſame moſt regularly worked off again. But our Eye 


being too ſoon dazled by the Glorious diſplay of Di- 


vine Providence, or too weak to look into the bottom 


thereof, we are apt to think it paſſes through Number- 
5 : B | | leſs 


H E Conſideration of Publick Calamities and. 
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2 A Sermon at the 


leſs Turnings and Windings; when, if rightly conſi- 
dered, it goeth on all along in a moſt regular and com- 
: poſed Way. Ct | | 

Hence it will be very neceſſary, that in great Revo- 
lutions, Changes and Occurrences, we learn to look 
through the outward Court into the Sanctuary itſelf ; 
and through all the Clouds gathered about ns, into the 
more ſerene and compoſed Regions of the Deſigns of 
an over-ruling Providence. This was David's Practice, 
when he knew not, how to get out of the many intricate 
Affairs he was under; the Eye of his Reaſon being 
too ſhort-ſighted, and the Diſpenſations of Providence 
too deep. And ſo it is: The Natural Man tires him- 
felf with a World of painful Concluſions and Inferen- 
ces at ſome great and uncommon change: But not 

being able to come to the bottom thereof, he ſpends 
himſelf in Fruitleſs and Uneaſie Speculations, and after a 
long and tedious Turmoil, he falls back into his own 
dark Center, having increaſed the grief and anguiſh his 
Soul before labour'd under. The reaſon is, the Power 
of reflecting being ſet a work, he makes many far- 
fetched inferences ; which render the Affliction more 
acute, and the Impreſſion both of the preſeat and fu- 
ture Evil more laſting upon the Mind. 

This is the Method of Humane Reaſon, which any 
one may eaſily perceive, is attended with a Multiplicity 
of anxious Thoughts and: Apprehenſions. But a 
true Chriſtian, hath a far better Secret of judging of 
Publick Calamities. He doth not pretend to diſpute 
about the abſtruſe Workings of Providence. He penctrates 


into the hidden receſſes of the Wiſdom of God, and 
makes many a noble diſcovery, which the Natural 
Man is an utter ſtranger to. All this he doth by tne 
Singleneſs of the Eye of Faith, which directs him to 
look beyond the Clouds of Affliction, and to 1 

5 is 


a in the Love, "Mercy and Atmighty Power of 
80 


The Reaſon why 1 bento my Diſconrls with this 
Conſideration, is the Solemnity of this preſent Day, 
appointed for our mutual Comfort and Edification, 
after the much lamented Death of His ROYAL 
HIGHNESS,- PRINCE GEORGE of DEN- 


 M ARK, &c. The Prophet bids us to confider and 


lay to Heart, when Righteous and Merciful Men be 


taken away. For Righteous Men who ſtand in the gap, 


and make vp the hedge, being removed and taken 
from us; we have too much reaſon: to fear, that the 
Judgments of God will ſoon overtake us. Now the 
Practice of true RELIGION and Piety, being a- 
lone able to ſupport us under the moſt / preſſing load of 
Humane Miſery, I'll endeavour, in the opening of 1 my Text, 
to enlarge ſomewhat more upon the LIFE of a 
CHRISTIA N, under the four following Particulars; ; 


I. The Preparation to 4 Chriſtian Dota; : 
II. The Nature and Properties of 4 Chriſtian Life. 


III. The Spring and CE Cauſe e - And 
IV. It's End. 


Firſt Then, I'll endeavour to explain the Prepara- 
tion or Preparatory work towards a true Chriſtian Lite. 
The Text ſays: Te are Dead. 

Death is the Firſt Step towards Life. This may 
ſeem a Paradox to ſuch as are unacquainted with that two- 
fold Life of a Chriſtian ; wiz. the Life of Sin, and of 
Holineſs, the former of which is continually declining, 
and the other daily more and more reviving and ga- 
thering ſtrength by the decay of the former. The Scri- 
pture ca this Myſterious Life and Death by di- 
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vers Expreſſions, all tending to the ſame Purpoſe . 
One time 'tis ſaid, that the Fleſh luſteth againſt the 
Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. In 
another Place the Apoſtle chargeth, us to put off the % 
Man, and to put on the mew Man, Eph. 4. 22, 24. Thus 
we find Words ſcattered here and there through the 
whole Body of Scripture, ſetting out theſe two Springs 
of Life, moving within, and manifeſting themſelves by 
their Fruits and Emanations withont. Thus Sin and 
Grace, Adam and Chriſt, Darkneſs and Light; the natu- 
ral Man and the ſpiritual Man, and a great many more 
Terms grounded in Scripture, clear up unto us the Ge- 
nius, Nature, Diſpoſition, Movings and Workings of 
both of theſe Lives. I thmk tis plain enough without en- 
larging upon it, which of -theſe ought to die, and which 
ought to live in a Chriſtian. - Iis true, when the Apoſtle, 
in his Application to the Coloſſians, ſays, Te are dead, he 
doth not tell us, unto what, but leaves this to our own 
further Enquiry, giving in other Plates a fuller Account 
of this preparatory Work to a Chriſtian Life. We may 
truly ſay, that a Chriſtian muſt paſs through many Deaths, 
before the Life of Grace be reſtored to its firſt Power 
and Energy. 1 | 
I'll mention for the preſent a twofold Death, he muſt 
undergo for the Recovery of his ſpiritual Life. In the firſt 
place, he muſt die unto Sin, according to Rom. 6. 2: How ſhall 
we, that are dead to Sin, live any longer therein? Sin is the moſt 
deſtruQtive Evil of the Life of Grace, Wherever it gets 
the upper Hand, it layeth waſte all that is good in the Soul; 
Sin being the Head and the Spring of all other Evils, 
nay, the only Evil, we muſt needs die unto, if ever we de- 
' fire to live unto God. If ye be dead unto Sin, ve are 
dead to all that is Evil. For what we commonly look 
upon as the greateſt Evil, is no Evil at all, if Sin be re- 


moved from it. And again, what People generally ad- 
| 585 mire 
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mire as a Compc ſition of all Manner of Happineſs, is no 
Happineſs at all, if Sin any way mingles with it. Thus 


if we loſe all that we. have in this World, 'tis no Loſs, if 


we keep from Sin. And if we ſhould gain the whole 
World, it would be no Gain, if Sin accompanies it. And 
to ſum up all in a Word: Is not Death generally looked 


upon as the Terror of all Terrors? And truly it is ſo. 


But the Reaſon is plain. Sin armeth Death with its Sting; 
© Nays rhe. Sting of Death is Sin, 1 Cor. 15. 56. Take away the 


Sting; and you take away the Terror. Now Death puts 
on quite another Face. *Tis now a Sleep, a happy Paſ- 


ſage out of the Priſon of the Body, into perfect Freedom; 
out of an earthly Houſe, wherein the better Part groans, 


to a Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 


nal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1, 2. Tis in vain, to muſter 
up a long Train of Arguments againſt the Fear of Death, 
or to write whole Volumes againſt the Terrors thereof: 
If you don't die unto Sin, you loſe your Labour in endea- 
vouring to argue your ſelves: out of the Fears of Death. 
Fear and Anguiſh will ſoon return upon you, and perhaps 
give double Strokes, to convince you, that it is not Phi- 
loſophy, not a moral honeſt Life, but the glad Tidings. 
of the great Redemption, wrought by Chriſt, and a living, 
operative, and effeQual Faith in him, that delivers the 
Soul from this Bondage. Not Reaſon, but FAITH is 
the Victory that overcometh the World, (1 John 5. 4.) and all 
the terrifying Powers of Darkneſs, and even Death it ſelf. 

Another Death a Chriſtian is to paſs through, is the 
Death wnto the Law. Tis faid, the Sting of Death is Sin, 
and the Strength of Sin is the Law. Sin can't be weakened, 
whilſt it gathers Strength from the Law. Nor can you 
take away the Sting of the Death, except you be remo- 
ved from the ruling Power of the Law. This affords 
vs an Occaſion, to inſiſt ſomewhat longer upon the two. 
fold State of a Chriſtian ; one being the State under the 
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Lam, and the other under the Goſpel. A Conſideration 
both uſeful and neceſſary for a fuller Diſcovery of the in- 
ward State of one's Soul, and of the Works derived from 
thence. As ſoon as the LA W exerts its Power in a— 
wakening a Sinner, it gives him a profound Inſight into 
the more interiour Depth of his depraved State. It 
doth not chiefly manifeſt the outward Spots adhering to 
one's Life and Converſation, but the inward Seed; the 
Spring and vitiated Principle, from whence all Manner of 
Enormities and Deviations do proceed. Even the 
whole Deſign of Redemption, to which the Law pre- 
pares the Mind, is not ſo much to rectifie our Works, as 
our Natures ; not to model the Fruit of the Tree. as to 
put a new Life into the Tree it ſelf. In a Word: the 
Produttive and moving Principle of our Actions is to be 
changed, cleanſed and purified. Firſt make the Tree 
good, and then its Fruit ſhall be good too. And our 
Lord in his Anſwer to the inquiſitive Nicodemus, did not 
' ſpeak of performing a great many fine Actions, which 
were ſeemingly good enough already; but with a double 
Aſſeveration tells him, that he muſt be born again, if be 
would fee (and act in) the Kingdom of God. Now the firſt 
Work of the Diſpenſation of the Law is, to give the 
Soul a Senſe, not of the depraved Works, but of the. 
depraved Nature. And this is the Reaſon, that the Law 
is called ſpiritual, Rom. 7. 14. ſince it diſcovers the 
- - hidden Spring of Corruption, and requires the cleanſing 
of the more interior Faculties of the Mind, 

The Soul being thoroughly ſtruck with a lively Senſe 
of her lapſed Condition, is not out of Danger yet. 
She comes to know her Diſtemper, but doth not ſce 
whence to fetch Means for her Cure. For though the 
Goſpel be revealed in the Letter of Scripture, tis en- 
tirely a Myſtery to a Soul, wrapt up in her natural 

-Parkneſs, and blinded by the Miſt of ſo. many . 
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, raiſed by the Workings of the Law. Tis true, there 
is an unexhauſted Stock in the Treaſury of. the Goſpel, 
to enrich poor. Sinners; and Balm enough in Gilead, to 
heal all our Sores ; but if a due and regular Application 
be wanting, neither of 'em will make us happy. Here 
the Soul is toſſed to and fro, and doth not knew, what 
Meaſures to take in ſo critical a -Jun&ure of Time. 
Nature, unwilling to feel any longer the ſharp and grating 
Impreſſions of the Law ; doth what ſhe can, to ſhake off 
this uneaſie Yoke, and to regain her wonted Liberty. But 
the Father, whoſe Work this is, endeavours to draw the 
Soul to the Son, (John 6. 44.) to be quickened by him. A. 
dam gives an Inſtance of theſe inward Tranſactions ſoon 
after the Fall. No ſooner heard he the Voice of the 
Lord, but he hid himſelf among the Trees. He felt, 
that God was a conſuming Fire, and ſo endeavoured to 
eſcape from him, not knowing, that all his Steps were 
Steps to a greater Deſtruction. | 
Ibis is till the Temper, or rather the Diſtemper of 
the fallen Soul. The Lord calls by the Voice of the 
Law; but the Soul ſhrinks back thereat. The Reaſon 
is, becauſe ſhe begins to be ſenſible both of her Maladies, 
and of the Cure ſhe muſt paſs through. There is ſuch a 
Complication of Evils infecting the very Vitals, that the 
Soul is ata ſtand, not know ing, whether to go on and to 
ſubmit to a Cure ſo troubleſome to Nature; or whether 
to ſtep back and to patch up.the Wounds, as well as ſhe 
can, with ſome beggerly Rags of Self-Righteouſieſs and 
ſhining Ceremonies. Now ſhe tries one way, now ano- 
ther, Now ' ſhe takes Recourſe to all her former Works, 
and looking upon them with the magnityingand multiplying 
Glaſs of Self-Love, endeavours to pacifie thereby the Roar- 
ings of an, awakened Conſcience. But the Law ſteppin 
in, and preſſing hard upon her, tells her, that all Works 
done by the Spirit of Bondage and a flaviſh Fear, 
are of no Account before God; the Fountain being 
corrupted from whence they. were deriv'd. Thus falls 
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to the ground one of the greateſt ſupports, the Soul 
thought to reſt in; and the Phyſick, inſtead of giving 
eaſe, exaſperates the Wound, which it was to bind up. 
Now honeſt RE ASO & comes in and offers to argue 
the Soul into a Compo ſedneſs, and to calm and cure 
the many ulccrous Paſſions ſhe labours under. And 
indeed ſhe having kept a wonderful activity, even after 
tne Fall, winds herſelf now and then into the Mind, 
with ſo ſpecious promiſes of Life, that *tis a wonder to 
ſee, how eagerly the Soul takes in the Remedy preſcribed 
by Her. Reaſon hath ſo many Turnings and Windings, 
ſuch a Plauſibleneſs in arguing, that before a Man is ac- 
quainted with her ſiniſter Practices, he thinks truly, ſhe will 
perform the Cure, and calm the uproar of the diſtem- 
pered Paſſions. But the Glory and Brightneſs of the 
Law, darting into the Mind, ſoon convinces the Soul, 
that from the Sole of the Foot, even unto the Head, (from 
the Senſitive Life plunged into earthly Pleaſures, to the 
Natural Life, adorned with all the fine Flouriſhes of Wit 
and Reaſon) There is no Soundneſs in it; but Wounds, and 
' Bruiſes, and putriſying Sores, not cloſed, neither bound up, 
neither mollifyed with Ointment, Iſa. 1. 6. The Soul hearing 
this hard Sentence paſs'd upon corrupted Nature, by Di- 
vine Writ, nay, feeling the Truth of it within Her own 
Breaſt, begins to queſtion the fair Promiſes of Reaſon. 


For what cauſe is there, that Reaſon ſhould plead a 


Privilege and Exemption from that univerſal Inunda- 
tion of Evil, broke 1a after the Fall upon all the Facul- 


ties of the Soul, and deſtroying the whole Image of 


God thereof? Is it poſſible, that one Corruption ſhould 
ſweep away another, and one dirty Hand waſh the o- 
ther clean? Tis true, there are left ſome ruinous pieces 
and weak Impreſſions in the inmoſt Center cf the Soul, 
called by the Apoſtle Conſcience : But theſe are only 
tokens, that there was once a Fine and Stately Build- 
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ing, but now all razed and tall'n to the Ground. And as 
for the Truth, which is ſtill glimmeriug aſter the Fall, tis ſo 
far from being able to help it ſelf, that it is held and locked 
up by Unrighteouſneſs, (Rom. 1. 18.) and if not ſupported 
by a higher Power to make its way through all thoſe 
fierce Obſtacles that ſurround it, it will be kept a con- 
ſtant Priſoner, tho? at laſt it may prove a Mercileſs Tor- 
mentor of the Soul, whoſe conſtant Monitor it was to 
mind the Hour of Vilitation, and to lay hold on the 
tender of Grace in time, „ | 
The Soul conſidering this under the Brightneſs of the 
Law, (for the Law hath as well a Brightneſs, as the Goſ- 
pel, but it is a terrible one, 2 Cor. 3. 13;) ſeeth in- 
deed her eminent Pedigree, but likewiſe the ſhamefal 
Loſs thereof, which can't be repaired but by a high 
Hand. For tho' her Faculties have kept ſomething of 
her primitive Activity, yet being under the Bondage of 
Sin, they are like the Children of Iſrael in Egypt, who 
ſbent their activity in Building Treaſure-Cities to Pha- 
raoh, that great hater of God. The activity of the, 
Mind is not bad in it ſelf, if it did but act in a good 
Soil. But ſince it is over-ſwayed by the Tyrannical 
Power of Sin, Activity, Sharpneſs and Quickneſs of 
Parts ſerves now only to make daily Additions to. the 
ſtock of Original depravity laid up within. In this 
Condition the Soul is like unto a Horſe fall'n into the 
Mire : The more this ſtruggles and ſtamps, beats and 
works, the deeper it works it ſelf into the Bog, which 
might eaſily be help'd ont on't, if it did {fer its Rider 
to come near it, and apply ſuch Means, -as were pro- 
per for its Relief. Thus we ſee, what a dangerous En- 
eine unſanctified activity is, and yet how it. may prove 
very ſerviceable, if purifyed from Sin, and governed 
by a Divine Principle. All theſe Reflections lay the Soul 
very low. She is hereby beaten away from thoſe wo 
| | reſts 
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reſts ſhe is uſed to have recourſe to. She is toſſed - 
up and down with a World of dubious Perplexities. 
For if that which ſhe took for a healing Medicine, 
proves a Diſtemper, how great muſt the Diſtemper 
it ſelf be? And if the Light be Darkneſs, how great 
muſt Darkneſs it felf be? This Work of the Law makes 
the offence abound ;, (Rom. 5. 20.) it puts Sin into Mo- 
tion, (Rom. 7. 5.) and makes it exceeding Sinful ; (ver. 
13.) conſequently the Law worketh Wrath, (Rom. 4. 
15.) Here the Word is like a Hammer that breaketh the 
Rock in Pieces, Jer. 23. 29.. nay, Killeth and Preacheth 
up Condemnation, 2 Cor. 3. 6, 9. "IB: 
No doubt, every one muſt look upon this as a State 
very woful. And yet is this Death the way to Life. 
This Brokenneſs of Heart, is the only foil that re- 
ceives the influences of the quickening Grace of Chriſt. 
For where Sin abounds, there '(and ſo no where elſe) 
Grace doth much more abound, In this contrite Heart 
FESUS CHRIST, the Foundation of the whole 
ſtructure of a truly - Chriſtian Life, is laid. This is 
the ſtrait Gate, and the narrow way, the Soul muſt 
not ſubſiſt in, but paſs through to the pleaſant Goſpel- 
path ſtrewed with the Flowers of Divine Promiſes. 
This is cutting and killing work, preceeding the Law 
of the Spirit of Life. Tis the ſharp Winter- ſeaſon, 
wherein all ſeems dead, cold and ſilent, but is ſuc- 
ceeded by the Time of Singing (Cant. 2. 12.) and plenty 

of never fading Flowers. | VVV | 
Happy is the Soul that proves faithful under this 
Diſpenſation“ Though it be ſharp and toilſome, yet 
ſhe ought not to be overhaſty, to remove out on't. 
For in this ſhe muſt he ripened for the ſweet Diſ- 
penſation of the GOSPEL, which is the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, Rom. 8. 2. Here ſhe muſt learn to be Poor 
in Spirit, that afterwards ſbe may grow Rich in 1 8 
| 125 | e 
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She may ſdoner outwait the hour of God, than outrun 
it. And tho' it ſeems, that with all her. Endeavours and 


Applications ſhe toils but in the Night, without enjoying as 


much as the ſparkling of one Star, to ſteer her courſe 
by; yet this ought not to make her give over. For 
_ Chriſt will certainly appear in his time, at whoſe 
Word and Power all will go well. Theſe are the 


ſearching Trials the Soul is put to, before ſhe muſt ex- 


pect to be intruſted with the Myſteries of the Kingdom. 
She muſt ſubmit to this. diſcipline, that afterwards ſhe 
may Fight the mote lawfully under the Banner of Love. 
And tho' theſe Ways ſeem crooked to Reaſon, yet 
they are very ſtrait in the eye of God. No Soul that 
is truly concern'd for her Spiritual Welfare, muſt of- 
fer to break looſe before the time from ſo uſeful a Dil- 
cipline. Nay, the Law. is an Husband to the Soul, and 
the being wedded to him, dareth not make any divorce 
from him, unleſs ſhe will be reputed an. Adultereſs. 
Death alone divorceth her from the Dominion of the 
Law. Alas! How many a Converſion proves abortive 
for want of holding out under this preparatory ſtroke ! 
In a Word : The Law .muſt die unto the Sonl, and the 


Soul by the Law muſt die unto the Law, that is, to the 


conſtraining and condemning Power thereof; that ſhe 
may be married to another, and be endued by the 
Spirit of Chriſt with a free and ready principle of Obe- 
dience, Rom. 7. 1, 2, 3. Gal. 2. 10. And from this 
Death to Sin and to the Law, ſprings up LIFE, whoſe 
Nature and Property is the Second particular to be con- 
ſidered here. | 


II. As for the Nature of this Life, tis ſaid in the 
firſt place tis hid. It was a Spiritual Death, the firſt 
branch of my Text ſpoke of. Now the Apoſtle comes 
to the Life, reſulting from thence, which. is no leſs 

: | C 2 | Spiri- 


55 

. 
* 33 Ig E EIT F Aut” 
' r N 
of 3 2 1 8 5 567 wa Ye EE 


* * 2 * > "1.46 + % * _— ot MN” _ by. 
„* „ N r . 2 8 — * 
5 S Þ 
- 8 
* 


*. - 8 > 
« a . — s _ * 
<< x wee LOST 


12 A Sermon at the Funeral of 


e 
Spiritual, than the previous Death it ſelf was. Tour 
Life is hid. Things that are hidden and abftruſe 
are generally much ſearched after; but thoſe that are 
obvious to every one's ſenſe, are made light of by their 
being expoſed too much. We read, that the Man finding 
a Treaſure hid in a Field, went and fold all that he 
had and bought the Field, Which repreſents to us the 
ineſtimable worth and value of the. Kingdom of God, 
and of the truly Chriſtian Life, if rightly conſidered. The 
moſt ſacred Veſlels of the old Covenant, were kept in 
the Tabernacle, called the Holieſt of all, behind the Sccond 
Veil, Heb. 9. And the Ark of Teſtimony is ſaid to be 
covered with a Veil; and this had put on the covering of 
Badgers-skins, and this again was overſpead with a Cloath 
of Blue; Num. 4. 5, 6. So that there. was covering 
over covering, and the Ark of God dwelled within Cur- 
tains, 2: Sam. 7. 2. And do we think, that all theſe 
coverings were perhaps to keep the Veſſels clean, and 
to have em ſecured againſt the common lnjuries of 
Wind and Weather? The Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Old Law were Types and Figures to us of greater 
Things. The ſaying of St. Paul may be writ over 
each of em: This is an allegory. The outſide made up of 
Skins and Coverings was expoſed to every one's Eye ; 
but the inſide to ſuch only as were duly qualified for 
a nearer view thereof. This is a Glorious Character of 
the Wiſdom of God, keeping thereby her Myſteries 
from the Profanation of polluted Hands and Eyes. The 
Natural Man receiveth not the Things of God, and he cant 
know ems, becauſe they muſt be SPIRITU ALL Y diſcerned, 
x Cor. 2. 14. Spiritual Things require a Spiritual 
Underſtanding. But if Things Spiritual be diſcern'd 
by the Natural judgment, ſuch as it is after the 
Fall, they then are ſtrangely miſrepreſented, and put 
on quite another Face, thouah not in them ſelves, vet 
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in the Underſtandings of thoſe, that are in ſearch after 


them. There is no Proportion betwixt the Natural 
Underſtanding receiving the Impreſſions of Spiritual 
Things, and the Spiritual Things themſelves. £ 


The Natural Underſtanding is too narrow, and the Law ' 


of God exceeding broad, Pſalm. 119. 06. One muſt be 
adapted to the other. The receiving Faculty muſt be 
wouderfully enlarged, widened, purified, and fo made ſuſ- 
ceptible of Divine Impreſſions. „„ 
The Natural Underſtanding is ſtrangely active and 
buſy, to dive into theſe hidden Things, without the 
Pains of being modelled a-new. It beats about it with 
undefatigable activity, toils and works Day and Night, 


ſtudies and reaſons about Theological Affairs. But 
ſtill it is a Myſtery to him. Tour Life is hid, and truly 


it remains hid, if not looked after with an Eye ſuited 
to the Extenſiveneſs of Divine Affairs. St: Paul ſpeaks 
of a. breadth, and length, and depth, and height, Eph. 3. 


18. and how is it poſſible, to reach them with the ſhal- 


low Dimenſions of the Natural Underſtanding? And 
for this Reaſon the Apoſtle in the forgoing Verſes bow- 
ed his Knees unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


that he would firſt grant to the Epheſians, according to 


the Riches of his Glory, ro be ſtrengthened with might by 


his Spirit in the inner Man; that Chriſt might dwell in 


their Hearts by Faith, that they might be rooted and 
grounded in love. And now! Why doth. the Apoſtle ſo 
earneſtly require ſuch a high ſtrain of Divine Opera- 


tions? Why will he have his Epheſians ſo powerfully 


ſtrengthened ? Why rooted and grounded in love? Why 

will he have Chriſt dwell in their Hearts? Truly, for 
no other reaſon, but that they might be able, (lia S Ce 

to comprehend and to KNOW. Firſt, he will have em 
feel, and then Rom. Knowledge hath a long train go- 

ing before it, and a longer following it. There muſt be 

- the 
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the inner Men ; there muſt be the Pare ag of . 
there muſt be a Being rooted and grounded in Love; and 
then at laſt ſprings up KNOWLEDGE, as the noble Product 
of a Soil cultivated by ſo many gracious Influences of 
the Spirit of God. And ſuch a Knowledge, reſulting 
from the Coherence of theſe divine Operations, is the 
Beginaing of the glorious Diſplay of the hidden Life, if 
not to others, yet to the Soul herſelf. This is a lively, 
ſavory, experimental and affectionate Knowledge. And 
theſe are the Steps to come at it. Without this won- 
.derful Order gradually diſplayed in a Scul, all remains 
hidden. And though it may ſeem now and then that a 
Man hath a large Stock of Knowledge, yet not being in- 
wardly digeſted, it lieth like a dead Weight in the. Me- 
mory, and affords no ſolid Nouriſhment to the. Soul. 
»Tis a ſort of a Geographical. or Hiſtorical Knowledge, 
enriching the Memory and other inferior Faculties with a 
Set of fine Notions, but never transforming the iI 
and - Mind into the Image of God it ſelf, which is the 
only true Character of a divine and practical Knowledge. 
Lut her compares the Knowledge of a true Chriſtian to 
the Windows of Solomoz's Temple, which are reported 
to have been broad within, and narrow without, 1 Kings 6. 
This, ſays he, is aa Allegory, explained 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15. 
The ſpiritual Man knows all, and looks a great way 
about, but is himſelf not known by any. Now as this 
'Life it ſelf is hidden to the natural] Man, ſo likewiſe is 
the Manner of obtaining it a Secret, he is unacquainted 
With. 

Nicodemus is an Inſtance how gnorant natural Men 
are in this Matter. Mo ſooner = ne hear of being born 
again, but the natvral Birth recurring to his Mind, 
he judges it to. be impoſſible. But our Lord difcourſed of 
another kind of Birth, which is from above; but he being 
a Stranger to an | higher Principle than what depraved 

Nature 
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Nature affordeth, puts 2 carnal Conſtrust upon all 
the Words of Chrift, aotwithſtanding, the ©aickneſs of 
his natural Parts and great Preferment had in the 
World. So ignorant are Men, even ot 12 moſt ſhining. 
Parts and moſt honeſt Life, if it comes to the ſpirirral. 
Part of Religion. They don't know the very Rudiments 
thereof. For as the natural Birth is an Entrance into 
the World; ſo is Regeneration the very, Inlet into the 
ſpiritual Life. And as by being born into the World, 
we, in Procefs of Time, become capable of making ma- 
ny Diſcoveries of, and Obſervations upon natural things; 
fo by heing born of God, we are daily more and more 
fitted for diſcovering the hidden things of his Ring- 
dom; growing up into him in all things which is the 
ere, 3 . | 
As the Life it ſelf, and the Manner of obtaining it, is 
hidden, ſo are likewiſe its Efe&s and Operations. An 
Inſtance thereof is at large recorded John 4. Our Lord 
in his Application to the Woman of Samaria, moſt glo- 
riouſly ſets out the noble Effects of the Life of Grace. 
He calls it a living Vater. He tells her, that whoſo 
drinketh of it, ſhall never thirſt, but that this Water 
ſhall be in him a Well of Water ſpringing up into everlaſting 
Zife, But the poor Soul! being immers'd into the ſenſi- 
tive Life, had her Faculties ſo much dulled, that the 
| Fpiritual Senſe of that inſtructive Diſcourſe was quite hid 
Foam her. Our Bleſſed Saviour- ealarges upon the Life 
and Water of Grace ; endeavouring to give her a Senſe 
of it; but ſhe all along anſwered of Jacob's Well, ob- 
vious to her Senſe, and of his Children and Cattle that 
drank thereof. As the Lord recommended the Water 
of Life, ſo ſhe magnffied Jacebs Well, thinking that 
none went beyond it. In fine, we ſee, that as Nicode- 
mus was an Example of the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of 
the Rational Principle: ſo the Samaritan Woman proves an 


Inſtance 
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Inſtance of the Senſitive Life, and of the many incum- 


brances hanging about it, and obſtruQing its free Inter- 


courſe with God. | 

Hidden is alſo the Food of this ſpiritual Life. The 
Lord ſaid to the Diſciples themſelves : 1 have Meat to eat, 
that ye know not of. And they ſtill ſuppoſing, that fome 
Body had brought him ought to eat; he replied : 45 
Meat is to do the Will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh his 
Work. So it is with a truly Chriſtian Soul. The more 
ſhe acts by the Impulſe of this Life; the more the in- 
ward Life it ſelf is*nouriſhed up thereby. To him that 
overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden Manna, Revel. 2. 
17. This Manna is nothing elſe but a ſweet Compoſi- 


tion of the many Goſpel-Promiſes ; which, given to Be- 


ginners, is called a ſincere Mill of the Word, recommend- 
ed by the Apoſtle for this very Purpoſe, that we may grow 
thereby, 1 Pet. 2.2. Tis not the Law, for this killeth ; 


but the Goſpel that raiſes and revives the ſinking Spi- 


rits of the Soul. Hence the Work of a Miniſter, is ra- 
ther to preach the Goſpel, and to diſplay the Riches 
and attractive Beauty of the divine Promiſes, than to 


preach up a long Train of legal Duties, without afford- 


ing any ſpiritual Food for enabling the Soul for the due 
Performance thereof. One has the Character of an H- 


ſtruttor, (1 Cor. 4. 15.) but the other has the Preroga- 


tive of a Father, who, as St. Paul tells us, firſt begets Chil- 


_ dren by the Goſpel, and then trains them up under the 


faving Influence of the Love of God. This evangelical 
Diſplay cleanſes the Soul more,than all the terrible Threat- 
nings of the Law ever can do; St. Paul himſelf making 
Uſe of ſo. moving an Argument, 2 Cor. 7. 1: Having 
therefore theſe Promiſes, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all Fil- 
rhineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 


( 


An9- 


His Royal Higbneſs the Prince of Den nack. 17 


Another Character of the ſpiritual Life is, that it is 
hid with Chriſt. You are dead, and your Life is hid WITH 
CHRIST. That is, as the Life of Chriſt is hid from the 
Eye of the World, ſo likewiſe your Life is hid. We 
may either take it for the Life of Chriſt, whilſt he was 
converſing in this World ; or for his Life, which he now 
enjoys at the right Hand of God: *Tis every way a hid- 
den and myſterious Life. How hidden was his Life in 
the Days of his Humiliation? How mean and contem- 
ptible in the Eye of the World? All which may at- 
ord Plenty of heavenly Doctrine to a Soul, that wiſhes 
to be as he was in the World, and to order her Steps 
according to the Example left her by Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 
21. He lived in a State of Humiliation Thirty Three 
Years and a Half, How hidden were theſe Years ? not 
only the Days of his Childhood, but his whole Age up 
to the Thirtieth Year, were ſo hidden, that there is 
hardly any Notice taken at all, of what he then did. 

Only his Twel/th Year is ſignalized by a few inſtructive 
Tranſactions. After this, there is no more of him, but 
what is ſaid, Luke 2. 51: He went down with his Parents, 
and came to Nazareth, and was ſubject unto them. So that 
it ſeems, the whole Interval from the Twelfth to the 


Inhirtieth Year of his Life, was intirely ſpent in learning 


Obedience; he himſelf bearing no other Character, than 
that of a Carpenter's Son; till at laſt, at the Entrance 
of his miniſterial FunXion, he was manifeſted with Power 
and Spirit, now to accompliſh the glorious Work he was 
deſigned for. | | | | 

Thus we ſee, what a Veil there was drawn over his 
Life, and yet having all along a wonderful Treaſure 
within him,' and going about a Work which the very 
Angels deſire to look into. Here his divine Nature 
reſiding within .him, was kept under the Curtains, and 
kid from the Eye of the World. It was clouded with 
To D 55 ma ny 
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many. Infirmities, with Thirſt and Hunger, with Toil 
and Wearineſs, with various Infults and Temptations 
of the Devil, with Spight and Contempt of the World. 
He came in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, made himſelf of no 
Reputation, took upon him the Form of a Servant, and was 
made in the Likeneſs of Men, and was obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs it ſelf, Rom. 8. 3. Phil. 2. , 
8. Nay, if we ſhould trace the various Steps of his Life, 
it would certainly appear, that his Life was more and 
more hid almoſt every Day, by Reaſon of the many Pre- 
judices People took up againſt him. At laſt he expired 
on the Croſs, his Enemies thinking his Life was now not 
only hid, but utterly ſlain and extirpated. : 
This is a general Draught of the hidden Life of Chriſt, 
which our Life ought likewiſe to be conformed unto. 
There is a Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, and a Conforma- 
bleneſs unto his Death. There muſt be a Likeneſs be- 
twixt the Head and the Members, if ever there ſhall 
follow Love and Union. As Chriſt ſuffered, ſo muſt 
we ſuffer with him, Phil. 3. 10. As he was crucified, 
Jo muſt we be crucified VII him, Rom. 6. 6. As he 
died, fo muſt we die W 7T # him, Rom. 6. 8. and be 
planted in the Likeneſs of his Death, Ver. 5. As he was bu- 
ried, ſo muſt we be buried W IT H him by Baptiſm into 
Death, Yer. 4. that ſo at laſt the whole Body of Sin 
may be deſtroyed by the Power of his Death, and the 
new Man raiſed up with him, by the Power of his Re- 
ſurrection. Thus we ſee, how conſtantly. the Scripture 
combines the Members with the Head, and the Branches 
with the Vine, and will needs have one conformed to the 
other. Whoſoever breaks to pieces this divine Chain, breaks 
the Chain of all the Diſpenſations appointed for the Re- 
covery of the Soul, and unhinges the very Fundamen- 
tals of Salvation. But whoſoever paſſes through theſe 
hidden Regions of the Life and Death of Chriſt, _ 
| oon 


His Royal Highneſs th: Prince of Dowmark, 19 


ſoon be acquainted with the Nature of Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and look for its Manifeſtation, not on this Side of 
the Grave, but in the World to come. 5 
Another Character of a Chriſtian Life is, that it is hid 
in GOD. Your Life is hid with Chriſt IN GOD. Jewels 
are generally kept in the ſafeſt Places, and not put into 
careleſs Hands. The hidden Life, which true Beltevers 
are Partakers of, is the richeſt Jewel they can be en- 
truſted with, It comes from God, and yet remains 
in God. For of him, and through him, and into him are 
all things, Rom. 11. 36. This is that noble Circulation, 
by the Means whereof the divine Graces conveyed in- 
to the Soul, return © conſtantly into the Fountain-Head, 
from whence they were derived. Thus is the Life of 
a Chriſtian kept in God; it can never reſt; till it return 
to its primitive Source and Element. The Water which 
Chriſt. giveth, is in the Believer a Well of Water, ſpring- 
ing up into everlaſting Life, and moving continually and 
gradually back, like Rivulets to the Sea, never reſtin 
in any thing but God himſelf. And tho” it hath many 
Emanations, diffuſing it ſelf through the whole ſpiritual 
Body of Chriſt, and every Member in particular; yet at 
laſt it. returns into God, and the Root of it is ſtill 
hid in him. Hence we may compare a Chriſtian's Life to 
a fruitful Tree; for tho? his Life and Root be hid in 
God, yet it is at the fame time wonderfully branched 
out in theſe inferior Regions, for the 'mutual Enjoyment - 
of his Fellow-Creatures. 07 2105 It 27-108 0068 
But here one might think, how it was poſſible, ' that 
our Lite ſhould approach unto, God; who being a con- 
Juming Fire, and dwelling in a Light, which no Man 
can approach. unto, our frail Nature would rather 
ſhrink back at ſo glorious a Being, than attempt to ap- 
proach it. But this will fuller be anſwered; by conli- 
dering our Third Particular, viz. Ss, 
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III. The Vital Principle and Cauſe of the ſpiritual Life, 
expreſſed in the following Words of the Text: Myen 
Chriſt OUR LIFE ſhall appear. *Tis frequent in Scripture, 
that Chriſt is called LIFE. As John 14. 6. 1 am the 
Way, the Truth, and the LIFE. And Chap. 11. 25. I am 
the Reſurreftion and the Life. Again, 1 John 5.20. he is 
called the true God and eternal Life. In other Places 
he bears the ſame Title, with ſome little Alteration or 
Addition. Thus *tis ſaid John 1. 14. in him was Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men. And 1 John F. II. 
This is the Reward that God hath given to us, eternal Life; 
and this Life is in his Son. John 6. 35, 48. he calls him- 
Telf the Bread of Life, and Verſ. 51. The living Bread 
come down from Heaven, and having ſo powerful a Virtue 
within it, that f any Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live 
for ever. He is called the Tree of Life, Rev. 2. 7. with 
abundance of other ſignificative Expreſſions. But let all 
theſe Expreſſions be never ſo high and majeſtick in them- 
ſelves, they will prove at laſt but dry and inſipid to a 
thirſty Soul, born down by the dead Weight of Sin and 
Corruption. To talk to a Man almoſt ſtarved, of abun- 
dance of choice Diſhes and a rich Man's Table, will rather 
caſt him down yet lower, than give any Refreſhment to 
his broken Spirits. So it is with a Soul hungry and 
thirſty after ſome ſpiritual Refreſhment, but quite igno- 
rant whom to apply to for Relief. The Law giveth no 
Life, nor is it able to nouriſh it, if once given. And 
the Goſpet, as hinted before, is a Myſtery kept ſecret 
' Lince the World began. And tho' now made manifeſt 
by the Scriptures, yet the way leading thereto, being 
ſo little known, and uſed by ſo few, tis no Wonder, that 
many a Soul goeth on in a ſtarving Condition for want. 
on ſpiritual Nouriſhment, drawn from the true Fountain 
1 . 
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For this Reaſon we muſt conſider, in the next Place, 
whether Chriſt, who is LIFE, be alſo a communicative 
Life, or whether he ſhunts up within himſelf this Spring 
of Water, without any vital Emanations derived from 
thence? The Apoſtle ſays : Chriſt OUR LIFE, ſpeaking 
both of himſelf and the Coloſſians, whom he writ to. 
Truly, *tis not enough that Chriſt is Life; but then the 
true Comfort begins as ſoon as we ſay in Truth: Chriſt is 
MY Life, OUR Lite. This is the only ſaving Application, 
without which all the Treaſures hid in Chriſt will ſtand 
us in no ſtead. The Apoſtle ſhews us the way by his 
own Example, Gal. 2: 10: I live, yet not I, but Chriſt li- 
veth in ME: And the Life which I now live in the Fleſh, 
live by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved M E, and 
gave himſelf for ME. Tis remarkable, that juſt before 
the Apoſtle ſaid: I am crucified with 1 and then enu- 
merates the noble Privileges reſulting from thence, vix. 
that after this Conformity Chriſt did live IN him, and did 
die FOR him. The Life of the Apoſtle was rather the Life 
of Chriſt in him, than his own Life. He was mare ſwa- 
| Fed, more influenced, more moved, more powerfully 
wrought upon by the Life of Chriſt, diffuſed through 
the Faculties of his Soul, than by the bent of his own na- 
tural Life. And all this was tranſacted in him by Faith, 
the applicatory Means of all the Gifts and Graces of 
God. And in this Coherence he then lays hold on the Me- 
rits of Chriſt too, aſſuring himſelf that Chriſt gave him- 
ſelf alſo FOR him. | „„ | 

A Chriſtian muſt paſs two Rocks in his way to Life, 
and take Care leſt, by an irregular Application of 
Chriſt, and the Redemption purchaſed by him, he ſuffer 
Shipwrack. The beſt Medicine, if careleſly applied, may 
kill and not cure. Some will hear nothing of Chriſt dying 
FOR them; but with a ſort of Diſdain reject this Do- 
ctrine, inſiſting only upon Chriſt within. Others, with as 
| | much 
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much both fervency and irregularity, Preach up Chriſt 
as dying FOR us, but neglect to dire us to him as the 
Author of the Spiritual Life within us. Each Party preaches 
him but by halves, and breaking thus aſunder the chain 
of the Divine Oeconomy, inſeparably linked together, 
make hardly any real ſtep towards the Converſion of Souls. 
The ſafeſt Way in this grand Affair is, to have our eye 
fix d upon the unerring Method of the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf. He joineth both together, leading us to the expe- 
rimental Knowledge of Chriſt within us, and dying 
for us. And how ſhould Chriſt live in us, it he, by 
dying for us, had not firſt purchaſed the Gift of the Spi- 
rit of God, to cleanſe the Heart, and to make it fit for 
him to dwell in? | 
CHRIST in this Divine Order being now become 
the LIF E of a Soul, is the very firſt and vital Princi- 
ple of all really good Works. I ſay of Works really good. 
For tho' humane Reaſon, joined to the natural activity of 
a Man, may produce abundance of Works ſeemingly good: 
Yet all theſe being done up only in a ſhining form, and 
wrought by the Principle of Natural Honeſty, .are but dead 
Works, deſtitute of all intrinſick Life and worth; and to 
make the beſt of *em, are but as many counterfeited 
pieces of Spiritual Actions. Nay, if a Soul be truly uni- 
ted to, and engrafted into Chriſt, as a living Branch into 
the Vine, ſhe then ſtill acts by the principle of Faith; and 
Reaſon, though in ſome meaſure reſtored, is but a 
Hand-Maid to this ſublimer principle, to diſpatch ſuch 
Orders as are given for the right ſetling of Things be- 
longing to the outward Court of a Chriſtian's Life. And 
tho ſome flaſhes of the Divine Life may now and then 
dart down into the Region of Reaſon, and the reſt of the 
more exterior Faculties,yet all this is of no Steadineſs. *Tis 
a flaſh which is ſoon gone; and the opening reſulting 
from thence, affords but a ſhady wavering Light. 50 
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the Light of Grace ſtrikes in upon the inferiour Fa- 
culties of the Soul, which being not fully purified, it con- 
tracts ſome Filth; wherefore the Repreſentations and Im- 
preſſions the Mind receives from thence, are very im- 
perfect, having too great an allay of an Earthly and Natural 
Principle. But if this Ray of Divine Light be quite over- 
come by the weight of corrupted reaſon, it then leaves 
a Knowledge behind it, which 1s ſelfiſh, partial, incon- 
; ſtant, over-buſy, bold, ſenſual, envious, earthly, at- 
tended with Strife and Bitterneſs, Pride, and Contempt 
of others, and a Multitude of other evil Works. Such a ſad 
mixture of Impreſſions, very much tin&ures and, viciates 
the diſcerning faculty of the Mind, by the glaring 
Luſtre it carries with it. It is very buſy about the Un- 
derſtanding and Fancy; impregnating them with plenty 
of Spiritual Notions, but leaving the Will under the 
Bondage of Sin and Self-lo ve. 3 | 
Certainly CHRIST can never be the Zife of tneſe 
Notions, that are conſiſtent with ſuch a brood of Sin- 
ful Paſſions. Whatever comes from him, returns to 
him. In him was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men, 
Joh. 1. 4. Firſt a Life in the Vill, and then a Light 
in the Underſtanding. It puts the Will into a Submiſ- 
ſive and Obedient frame, and runs like a Divine Vein 
through all the Actions of a Chriſtian. This is attend- 
ed with the true Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and this with 
a free and ready Spirit, P/alm. 5x. 12. with a delight in 
the Law of God, Pſalm. 1. 2. with Life and Immorta- 
lity, 2 Tim. 1. 10. With the Law of Liberty, Fam. 2. 
I2. with Peace, Eph. 6. 15. with comfort, Jai. 61. 2. 
with the Love of Chriſt, that now more conſtraineth 
the Soul, than all other Laws, 2 Cor. 5. 14. And thus 
Chriſt proves a Life to the ILL. 8 
After this it inſinuates into the Underſtanding a 
Divine Light. This Light is ſerene, calm, ſingle, un- 
TN | conſtrained, 
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conſtrained, modeſt, impartial, large and extenſive, 
pure and chaſt. It purifies all the Faculties of the 
Soul, and makes 'em ſubſervient tothe MAIN SCOPE. 
of a Chriſtian Life. Thus Chriſt proves Life to the 
Underſtanding. The IMAGINATION ſtored with falſe 
and ſuperficial Images, is cleanſed thereby and fitted 
up for receiving more ſolid and ſubſtantial Ideas. The 
© MEMORY is diſcharged of thoſe vicious Impreſſions 
which have crept into it by Worldly Education, Con- 
verſation, and other irregular Cuſtoms; and being thus 
emptied, there is treaſured up in it a liveiy Knowledge of 
Chriſt. This is a Knowledge, for the excellency where- 
of a Man counts all Things but loſs, Phil, 3. 8. and 
eſcapes thereby the Pollutions of the World, 2 Pet. 
2. 20. It is attended with a keeping of the Command- 
ments of God, x John 2. 4. and other Divine Chara- - 
Sers. It is likewiſe filled with ſuch Heavenly Notions, 
as ſavour of the Love of God, and are fit to afford 
matter for Spiritual Diſcourſe and Meditation. Inſtead 
of vain and trifling Stories, it now ' gathers in Examples 
'of God's Love and Providence, and of his particular Diſ- 
penſations in the Converſion of Souls, as ſo many fra- 
grant Flowers, for its ſpiritual Recreation. Thus 
Chriſt proves Life to the MEMORY. Should we 
turn to the very outward Court, I mean the Body and 
the ſenſitive Life, which there moſt viſibly appears, 
tis certain, that Chriſt muſt have an influence upon it 
too. Know ye not, that your Body is the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own ? ls not this Expoſtulation, 1 Cor. 6. 19. chap. 
3. 17. againſt thoſe who by defiling their Bod ies deſtroy 
the Temple of God ? Theſe extravagant deſires and crav- 
ings of the Senſes are powerfully reſtrain'd and kept in 
by the Life of Chriſt; that ſo by their confinement the 
Mind may act the more fre: and ready in its more im- 
| portant 
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portant Concerns. And thus Chriſt proves Life to the 
cConduct of the Body, and the ſenſitive Life it is generally 
too much led by. ” 3 5 1 
It would now be time to handle the Fourth Particular, 

The EN D of a Chriſtian's Life, to put the Crown 
and Top- ſtone on ſo noble a Building, as is rais'd by the A- 
ſtle in my Text. But this l'll mention only, leaving 
the enlarging thereof to your own Meditation. The 
Text expreſſes it thus: When Chriſt who is our Life 
ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo APPEAR WITH HIM 
INGLORY. This is the bleſſed END of a Chri- 
ſtian's Life. And ”tis remarkable, that the Apoſtle, de- 
ſcribing the Fall. of. Mankind, makes it conſiſt in a 


loſs of the Glory of God, (Jene Rom. 3. 23. This 


Glory hath been regained by Chriſt, and reſtored to the 
fall'n Soul. The Glory, ſais he in his farewel-Prayer, 


Joh. 17. 22. which thou gaveſt me (JS I have given 


them ʒ that they may be one, even as we are one. This 
Glory recovered by . Chriſt, as it ſets out the whole 
Image of God, fallen to decay in mankind by the firſt 
Tranſgreſſion ; ſo it really begins here to recover its 
Life in a true regenerate Soul. The. more”, the Clouds 


of Sin are diſpelled, the brighter this. Divine Glory 


ſhines forth upon our horizon, and gathers ſtrength-Day 
by Day, till it fully appears in the Glory' of the World 
to come. But true it is, it will never arrive to its full 
Brightneſs, except it be begun here. The very ſame Life 
begun here, will be accompliſh'd there. The ſame which 
hath been hid here, will gloriouſly appear there; when now 
all the Veils of humane Infirmities and Frailties will be re- 
moved, and the glorious Inſide expoſed to every one's 
View. For tho' even now the Divine Life beraiſed within 
us, and ſuch as are born of God, areeven NOW the Sons 
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of God, yet it doth not APPEAR here, what we ſhall be. 
But we know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 1 Joh. 3. 2. Alas! how deſi- 
rous is corrupted Nature to make ſome Figure and Appea- 
rance in this World, tho' it be but a dead Figure, without 
any Life and Reality, and ſoon dwindling away into its 
Proper nothing. This is the deplorable State of the de- 
3 Soul! inſtead of looking for a real and never- 
fading Good, ſhe is all taken up with ſome Figures and 
Faſhions, Ceremonies and Appearances of things. For 
whatever this World affords, is but a Figure of Reality, 
not Reality it ſelf. This is viſible enough in the whole 
Courfe of a Man's Life, and particularly it we take a Survey 
of his RELIGION. Le „ 

How buſie is every body in Maintaining their peculiar 
Forms and Figures, and Rites and Modes of Religion? 
What 'vaſt and voluminous Books are writ upon fo 
empty a Subject! and with ſo much fervency and ſtrife, 
as if the very Vitals of Chriſtianity were at ſtake, and 
the Life like to expire with the Form. And yet we ſee, 
that notwithſtanding all theſe Debates and Wranglings, 
the World remains corrupted, and true Religion fares 
hard in the midſt of ſo many, that riſe up to ſupport it. 
Certainly ſomething more is wanting. If we were but 
more concern'd to revive a Primitive Spirit, than a pri- 
mitive Form, it might prove undoubtedly a ſtep towards 
the Recovery of the Lite of Religion, and make CHRIST 
more known, the very vital Principle of Piety and Re- 
ligion. But whilſt we are ſo buſie in dreſſing up the out- 
ſide, the very Vitals die away under our Hands, and 
what remains of Chriſtianity, is but a Carcaſs deſtitute 
of Eife and Faith, of Love and Mercy, of Humility and 
Self-denial, of Meckneſs and Reſignation, of Patience, 
and the whole Train of Divine Graces and Virtues, which 
are ſo many Emanations or the ſpiritual Source, ſpring- 
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ing within a Chriſtian. And after all may nor a Harlot 
ſet her ſelf out in all the Array ard Fineries of an un- 
' defiled Virgin? And may not a fp; ficial Pretender, 
perform all the external Duties of Religion, and yet be 
void of the Life and Power thereof? Let us therefore, 
more endeavour after this LI FE and Power of Religi- 
en, which is fo much wanting among all the Parties 
and Denominations of - Chriſtendom. _ 

I can't forget upon this Occaſion, an expreſſion of His 
ROYAL HIG HNESS of Bleſled Memory, who be- 
ing once entertain'd with a Diſcourſe concerning the ma- 
ny Ceremonies and outward Means deſigned for the Re- 
covery of real Piety; and of thoſe few that actually im- 
proved them to ſuch an End; thus replied : For my 
part, ſaid he, I really believe, that Faith there begins; where 
the Ceremony endeth. And truly it can't be otherwiſe! 
For Ceremonies and other little outward - Helps, being 
at beſt but MEANS, tis plain, we ſhall never obtain 
the END, whilſt we reſt in the Means. They may 
begin indeed to work upon the ſenſitive Part, and pre- 
pare ita little for receiving in time more Spiritual Im- 
preſſions; but they are not LIFE it ſelf, nor the Vi- 
tal Principle of a Chriſtian's Work. This Character 
entirely belongs to F ESUS CHRIST, that reſto- 
ring Principle of the Life of Grace. Tis true, that one, 
who is over-buſy about the Ceremonious Part, may of- 

ten make a fairer ſhew of Religion, than he that really 
poſleſſes the Life and Power thereof. But this is 
but for a little while. There will be a Day wherein 
every thing ſhall be tried according to its true and in- 
trinſick Value, and then many will find themſelves mi- 
ſtaken in their Opinions about their own, and other 
Peoples Religion. How often do we cry up ſuch and 
ſuch a one, for a very good Man; for one, who doth a 
great deal of Good? and yet perhaps hath not the leaſt 
1 e Tincture 
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Tincture of this hidden Life within him. One time a 
Man is influenced by worldly Profit, to do ſome good 
Works. Another time he doth it, to keep up his Cre- 
dit. Another time, a flaviſh Fear and a terrifying im- 
preſſion of approaching Judgments, forces ſome acts of 
a ſeeming Goodneſs from him. But, alas! in all this 
there is no LIFE; Chriſt is never at the Bottom. 
there was Life, it would go on in a ſweeter, readier, 
and more unconſtrained Motion, and move equally in 
' Proſperity and Adverſity. For tho? the Life of Grace 
is branching out it ſelf into various effects; yet it 
keeps a Stock within, whereby it 1s conſtantly re- 
lieved in time of Want. Whereas a Man that doth 
good by the Compulſion of a falſe, or meerly exter- 
nal Principle, is like to a Merchant that is ready to 
break. Such a one will make all the fair ſhew imagi- 
nable, with the little he hath left, to maintain his Cre- 
dit as long as poſſible; but not Trading on a ſure 
and ſubſtantial Stock, the Deceit will appear upon the 
Arſt Trial, and expoſe him the more to the Inſults of 
his Creditors. So it is and will be, with him that 
offers to do good, and yet is deſtitute of a good 
Principle to a& upon. Many receive the Word with 
Joy, and ſeem to break out all on a ſudden into good 
Works; but no ſooner Tribulation and Perſecution ariſes, 
they are offended and fall away, Matt. 13. 21. Luk. 8. 13, 
Their Goodneſs is like a Torrent, running on for a while 
iwift enough ; but having no Spring wo. fetch a ſupply 
from, ſoon comes to nothing, and the leaſt heat will dry 
it up. On the other Hand, one that hath really a ſenſe 
of an interior Life in him, will be rather ſhy than over- 
forward to have his good deeds too much expoſed to 
Peoples Eyes. For if he hath not a ſufficient ſtock of that 
bidden Life to keep him low under the Praiſes of Men, the 
| | | | un⸗ 
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untimely breaking out might ſoon endanger the State o 
his Soul. He is afraid of receiving a Reward in this 
World, which he wiſhes to be entirely hid and laid up 
in God. Hence he retires always within himſelf from 
the outward Commendations of Men, and making the 
fear of God his Safeguard, endeavours to keep what he 
hath within him, free from any irregular complacency 
in Mens Praiſes, or other Pollutions, too apt to wind 
themſelves into the beſt contrived Works of a Chriſtian. 
This is a Rule, which may be uſefully obſerved, as in 
all Tranſactions of a Chriſtian's Life, ſo eſpecially in Point 
of Alms and Charity. Upon the whole, it ſeems, that 
the Duty of Charity is very nearly related to the hid- 
den Life of a Chriſtian, and as it were, the firſt and 
more genuine Offspring thereof. And truly, our dear 
PRI NC E, was no ſtranger to this Precept of our Lord. 
The larger his Bounty was, the ſtricter was the Charge 
to keep it ſecret. Once he ſent a Sum to a certain 
Foundation ſet up for Educating, Youth in Piety and 
good Manners, and hitherto ſupported only by Provi- 
dential Gifts and Contributions of well-diſpoſed Souls. 
But he was withal under a Concern how to keep it ſe- 
cret. When 1 promiſed to convey it over with all Se- 
crecy imaginable, and ſoon, after aſſured him, that but 
Three Perſons knew of the Matter; Why, ſaid he, there 
is already. Two too many that know it. In Acts of Cha- 
rity, he loved to move moſt ſilently. Though he was 
quick to relieve the Diſtreſſed, yet he did it without 
Noiſe, and was content to have his Bright-ſide eclipſed 
here, that it might ſhine with the greater Luſtre be- 
fore Him who ſees in Secret. And whereas ſome Peo- 
ple love to ſeem better than they be; he loved to be 
better than he ſeemed. He would have the Bowels of 
the Poor retreſhed, but the Hand of the Benefactor kept 
„„ | hid. 
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hid. And indeed, it will now be for ever hid from 
them. The more general and overflowing ſuch a Man's 
Charity is, the more General is alſo the Senſe of the Loſs 
thereof. Alas ! How few are there now, whoſe Charity goes 
beyond the Limits of their own Country ! Some entirely 
confine it to their own Houſe and Relations : Others 
extend it no farther than to their decayed Friends : 
Some venture a Step farther, and will take in their 
Country too: Some think they ought not to move be- 


yond the Sphere of their own Sect or Party, vainly ima- 


gining this to be the Houſhold of Faith, mentioned by St. 


Paul, Gal. 6. 10. And many, very many, tis to be fear- 
ed, do no Charity at all. So that the Catholick Church, 


which they ſay, they believe, muſt needs be of a very 
narrow Compaſs, in the Eye of ſuch narrow-ſpirited Men. 
Therefore, 1 ſay, that the Loſs of a Perſon, whoſe Cha- 
rity approached fomewhat nearer to the overflowing and 
extenfive Love of God, affects thoſe the more lively, 
who ſee the deplorable Decay of univerſal Love in theſe 
our unhappy Days, and the Want of ſuch Men, as 
with a largeneſs of Soul, might endeavour to revive a 
Spirit of univerſal Benignity in the Hearts of People, 
deadned by the abounding Spirit of Unbelief and Selt- 


love. No doubt, but Souls of fo Catholick a Love, will 


out-ſhine the Glory of many others, ſince they are arri- 


ved ſomewhat nearer to the Reſemblance of God in Acts 
of Charity. And if they be Perſons of the firſt Rank, 


who nevertheleſs hide their Charity from the infectious 
Tongues and Eyes of Flatterers, the moſt dangerous Ene- 
mies of Great Men, their Works will follow them in 
their undefiled Luſtre, which too often is diminiſhed by 
the exceſſive Applauſe of Men. oC 

Let us therefore keep our Right Eye conſtantly fix- 
ed, upon the Preſervation of this hidden Life, Per 
| | | tne 
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the Leſt, moving into the great World, is engaged in 


the Affairs of the external Calling. For the hidden Life 
muſt ſtill keep the Reins in its own' Hand, to govern 
the ontward Life, and to reduce it to moderation, when- 
ever it ſeems to tranſgreſs the Bounds of ſpiritual So- 


briety, and to deviate from the Soundneſs of Mind, ſo 


neceſſary for regulating a Chriſtian's Lite and Conver- 
fation. Happy is that Soul that converſes much with 
her ſelf; for this is a Means to learn, how to converſe 
alſo with otlers. He that is a conſtant Obſerver of 
this hidden Life, and much dwells within himſelf, is 
then moſt fit to take an innocent Proſpect of all the 
more exteriour Regions of Senſe and Reaſon, and to 


make them all ſubject to the hidden Life, as to the 


main and leading Principle of a Chriſtian. And what a 
Happineſs muſt it be, what a Comfort and Support 


under the moſt cutting Afflictions, if a Chriſtian hath ' 


the eye of his Faith ſo far cleared up, as to be able to 
trace the more hidden Foot-ſteps of Divine Providence? 
There is a ſecret Spring of Comfort in this, with which 
the Children of God are only acquainted. Tis laid up 
for them, and kept ſafe in the Hand of God againſt the 
Time of Trial and Probation; And it then flows moſt 
plentifully, when ſuch Comforts as have been derived 
from the Creature, begin to fail. And O may the Af- 
fliction of our moſt Gracious QUE E N, prepare her 
more and more for receiving a larger Meaſure of a more 
Heavenly and Subſtantial Comfort! Which though it doth 
not much work upon the outward Senſes, yet it makes 
its way through all the fearful Suggeſtions of our na- 
tural Weakneſs, and influences the Heart with a moſt 


tender Senſe of the Paternal Love and Goodneſs of God 
ꝛ0wards ſuch, as entirely rely upon Him. 


M y 


— 


| f 
K | 
, 
ö 
: 
7 
3 
| 
= 
H 
"39 
4 
I 
1 
1 
| 
4 
7 


— 


9283 . 4 n 8 — * * _ E +£ 5 0. - . 3 p + £ 4% + 
8 122 " 8 SES * 2 8 e wh ur oY NTS F. 8 oo I * * * THIN 
3 N 8 , mo SLA n S "CCR 2 
Ss 2 R e Ds r ooo / AC Ine; 
0 $ > 5 o N , v3 1 * 29 See [7 121 — G : * 1 
* Nr 3 — 7 * Nen. — 3 = , oth, ny; £6 1 VE i = 7 2 men * 4 WAS 


ne; 3 ar 
* 7 * — Fx 4 — 2 oe. 
%Y F< . * g A 


My Beloved! Let us alſo endeavour to acquaint_our 


ſelves more and more with Feſus Chriſt, called by the 


Apoſtle, OUR. LIFE, tho' but little known in the 
Chriſtian World now a days, For if he be AL L in 
ALL, as the ſame Apoſtle,Yer. 11. tells us; truly we muſt 
needs remain but very empty, if we don't draw from Him. 
And if the Father hath been pleaſed to gather together all 
things in Chriſt, as the Head of all, Eph. 1. v. 10. He muſt 
needs continue alienated from the Life of God, that doth 
not approach to Chriſt, to be gathered in, and united by 
him to the Father, as the only Mediator betwixt God 
and Man. And it we chooſe Chriſt to be our Life here, 
in Puritying, Sanctifying, and Cleanſing our Souls; in be- 
ing Life to our Will, and Light eto the Underſtanding, 
and Love to all the Paſſions of the Soul; we may then 


fully depend upon him, that E E will be alſo our Life in 


the World to come, in Glorifying us, and changin 
even our vile Bodies, that they may be faſhioned like unto his 


glorious Body, according to the Working whereby he is able, even 


to ſubdue all things unto himſelf. Let us never be aſhamed 
to love and follow his Life, his Words and Deeds. 
For though they be but mean in the Eye of an aſpiring 
Reaſon, and void of the airy Figures of humane Wit, 
yet they have an 1nnate Beauty, and a profoundneſs hid 
from the Wiſe and Prudent, but revealed unto Babes. 
May the Courts of Kings and Princes be filled with the 


| Knowledge of him, who is LIFE it ſelf, and their Crowns 


and Scepters adorn'd with the eminent Luſtre of the 
Life of Chri/t ! May all the Pulpits ring of it, and the 
Idol of a dead Morality, at laſt fall down | May this Life 
of Chriſt be more read in all our Devotional Books, and 
woven into all our Prayers and Thankſgivings! May it be 
taught in Schools, and inftilled into the Youth in their 
moſt tender Years! May all Houſes and Families 
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be perfumed with a Divine Fragrancy of a ſaving Know- 
ledge of Chriſt! Truly, there will be a Day, when he, 
whom too many now diſdain to follow, will have Eyes 
as 4 Flame of Fire, and a Mouth armed with a two-edged 
Sword, and a Countenance, as the Sun ſhining in his ſtrength, 
Revel. 1. 14, 16. to ſearch hereby the Spirits of Men, 
and to give every one according to his Works. Then 
thoſe ſhall be confeſſed by him, that have confeſſed him 

here; and thoſe that have builded upon this Foundation, 


Gold, Silver, precious Stones, ſhall receive their Reward 
according to their Work. 


Now to the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Honour, Praiſe and Glory, both now and for ever- 
more. Amen. N | 
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